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RE: BLNR Meeting 4/11/25 9:00am Agenda Item D1 - Testimony in Opposition 

 

Hawai‘i Unites is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the conservation and protection of our 

environment and natural resources. We are opposed to the BLNR’s “Issuance of Direct Lease to 

the University of Hawaii for Avian Rescue and Research Purposes and Issuance of Immediate 

Management Right-of-Entry, Hanapepe, Waimea, Kauai, Tax Map Key: (4) 1-8-008:063.” 

 

The rights claimed by the state to this land are in dispute. Kānaka stewarding the land at ‘Āina 

Pueo (referred to by the state as “Tax Map Key: (4) 1-8-008:063”) assert that these are Hawai‘i 

Crown Lands. An active case is in the courts and has not yet been adjudicated (CAAP-23-

0000567).  

 

Under the guise of “research and conservation,” the BLNR and their agency partners seek to 

displace Kānaka Maoli from ancestral lands and turn sacred ‘āina of Hanapēpē into a base camp 

for dangerous biotech experiments. 

 

According to the submittal for this agenda item D1, “Due to the recent dramatic declines in 

forest bird populations on Kaua‘i and new advances in technologies to address their primary 

threat, mosquito-borne diseases, KFBRP’s budget and staff have recently increased almost two-

fold.” 

 

Current “advances in technologies” in use by KFBRP (Kaua‘i Forest Bird Recovery Project) and 

their Birds, Not Mosquitoes agency partners include the release of millions of Wolbachia-

bacteria-infected mosquitoes on our fragile ecosystems on Maui and Kaua‘i. No studies have 

been done on the potential significant impacts of these projects or on the serious risks to the 

health of our islands’ people, wildlife, and ‘āina. No environmental impact statement (EIS) has 

been completed for any island. Hawai‘i Unites’ active court case2 to stop the mosquito releases 

on Maui and require an EIS brings forth several significant concerns, including: 

 

• Accidental release of female mosquitoes that bite, breed, and spread disease (EPA 

guidelines3 allow for the release of one female for every 250,000 males; just one female 

released can produce 160,000 more females through breeding of the generations in her 

lifespan; 3,103 females are allowed to be released weekly on Maui4 – up to 6,000 

mosquitoes released twice weekly per acre in the 64,666-acre project area: 6,000 x 2 x 

64,666 = 775,992,000 mosquitoes divided by 250,000 equals 3,103 females weekly) 

• Peer-reviewed studies showing Wolbachia bacteria can cause increased pathogen 

infection5 and disease-spreading capability5,6 in mosquitoes 

• Horizontal transmission7 of Wolbachia bacteria to wild mosquitoes and other insect 

vectors of disease 

• Population replacement of wild mosquitoes with lab-altered mosquitoes (as few as three 

females released8 can cause population replacement) 

• Wind drift of released mosquitoes to unintended areas 

https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/D-1.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Agenda-250411.pdf
https://hawaiiunites.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023_0508_Hawaii_Unites_and_Lia_v_BLNR_and_DLNR.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/regulation-biotechnology-under-tsca-and-fifra/emerging-mosquito-control-technologies
https://www.epa.gov/regulation-biotechnology-under-tsca-and-fifra/emerging-mosquito-control-technologies
https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/Doc_Library/2023-04-08-MA-FEA-Suppression-of-Mosquitoes-on-East-Maui.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4154766/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4154766/
https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0002965
https://parasitesandvectors.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13071-020-04466-8
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.06.16.21257922v1.full
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.06.16.21257922v1.full
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• Lack of documented biosecurity protocols and pathogen screenings for the imported 

mosquitoes 

• Risks to the health of people and animals, and the potential for the plan to cause the 

extinction of the native birds it is meant to protect 

 

Tropical disease and vector expert Dr. Lorrin Pang has testified9 as an expert witness in our 

case10 and has affirmed that this mosquito experiment has not been studied enough for the State 

of Hawai‘i and its agency partners to move forward. Dr. Pang has decades of experience as a 

leader in mitigating mosquito-borne diseases. He has authored over 75 publications in peer-

reviewed medical journals, over 40 of which are focused specifically on mosquito-borne 

illnesses.  

 

The mosquitoes currently being released in the millions on Maui and Kaua‘i are experimental. 

Southern house mosquitoes lab-infected with Wolbachia bacteria have never been documented 

as used for stand-alone field release anywhere in the world. The 64,666-acre East Maui project 

area is the largest Wolbachia mosquito release of any kind globally to date, and Kaua‘i’s 59,204-

acre project area is the second largest. 

 

The agencies releasing these lab-altered mosquitoes have admitted11 that the plan does not 

include monitoring the effects of the experimental mosquitoes on forest birds. 

 

Mass release of these mosquitoes began on Maui in November 2023. The DLNR, University of 

Hawai‘i, KFBRP, and their partnering agencies have produced no data on the results of these 

mosquito releases. There has been no indication that the plan is even working for its intended 

purpose. Deviations from the approved plan have also been occurring for over a year. 

Mosquitoes are being released solely by helicopter rather than by drone, exacerbating concerns 

about noise disturbances, disruptions to wildlife habitat, and the potential for collisions, 

accidents, and wildland fires. The helicopter longline release system described in the 

environmental assessment is not the system being used, and helicopters appear to be flying closer 

to the tree canopy than the approved distance, increasing the potential for adverse impacts.  

 

As of February 2025, mosquitoes are now also being mass released on Kaua‘i. Additionally, 

aerial spraying of Bti larvicide on Maui and Kaua‘i in combination with the aerial release of 

bacteria-infected mosquitoes is now occurring. This combination of products is not part of the 

approved plans, and no studies have been done on the impacts of these activities to our 

environment. The agencies involved have not addressed concerns about potential data 

falsification due to the use of two different mosquito suppression products within each project 

area. 

 

Hawai‘i Unites opposes the use of sacred lands of Hanapēpē to execute the mass release of 

experimental Wolbachia-bacteria-infected mosquitoes on the island of Kaua‘i. Conservation 

efforts must focus on more environmentally sound approaches like habitat and stream flow 

https://hawaiiunites.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/HIUnitesvBLNR072123Audio.pdf
https://hawaiiunites.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/2023_0620_Hawaii_Unites_and_Lia_v_BLNR_and_DLNR_Plaintiffs_Motion_for_TRO_Preliminary_Injunction_Filed_All_Documents.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/Doc_Library/2023-10-23-KA-FEA-Wolbachia-based-Suppression-of-Mosquitoes-on-Kauai.pdf
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restoration, which would honor the ‘āina, the culture, and the ancestral connections of the native 

birds rather than putting them at further risk of extinction. 

 

We stand in firm opposition to all BLNR actions that dishonor the ‘āina and the ancestors. 

 

Aloha, 

Tina Lia 

Founder 

Hawai‘i Unites 

HawaiiUnites.org 
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Suppression-of-Mosquitoes-on-Kauai.pdf 

“Monitoring of birds is beyond the scope of this EA.” 

https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/erp/Doc_Library/2023-10-23-KA-FEA-Wolbachia-based-Suppression-of-Mosquitoes-on-Kauai.pdf

